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cannot, according to Baer, be analysed in terms of matter, as is maintained in the doctrine of parallelism; they represent an elementary autonomous fact. In quite modern phraseology Baer points out how, for instance, the effect of one and the same piece of news differs completely in the case of different persons, according to their previous history.
So much for the vitalistic conception as maintained by Baer in spite of all attacks and misrepresentations. Its existence is important to the history of Vitalism, even though it has not added to our actual fund of theories. Baer, a writer of high repute owing to his services in the realm of embryology, could indulge in his Vitalism without actually incurring abuse. In the same way it was even tolerated when a man like the founder of cellular pathology occasionally stated that he was not really quite convinced of the possibility of the mechanistic interpretation of all life-processes : though it is true that Virchow's theories, as also later the statements of his follower Rindfleisch, move only along the most general and accepted lines.
J. v. Hanstein 1 again was excused for disloyalty to the spirit of the age on the ground of his service in another field. He was still more definite in the statement of his views, though his theories contain nothing new. With reference to formation out of the germ, and contemporary mechanistic theories, he asks : How, in the first stages of construction, does everything come to be rightly divided, since for every formation an initial nucleus must be packed up in
1 Johannes von Hanstein, Das Protoplasma als Trager der pflanzlichen und tierischen Lebenserscheinungen, Heidelberg, 1880.